
Houk BC3’s brightest star
By John Enrietto
Eagle Sports Editor
June 23, 2017

There are good hitters, even great hitters in fast-pitch soft-
ball.

Then there are legends.
New Castle graduate Nikki Houk has cemented herself in 

the latter category in the annals of Butler County Community 
College softball.

A freshman and the smallest player on the team at 5-foot-2, 
Houk hit .627 from the leadoff spot in the Pioneer batting order 
this past season. That gave her the highest batting average in 
all of the National Junior College Athletic Association in 2017, 
spanning 350 teams in three divisions.

BC3 competes in Division III. Andrea Sotelo of Yavapai 
College in Arizona led Division I with a .567 average while 
Elizabeth Gary of Lake Region State College in North Dakota 
paced Division II at .580.

“She has incredible speed and she’s so hard to pitch to 
because she hits everything,” Pioneer coach Roni Mall said. 
“Nikki would rather get a hit than take a walk.

“Teams will try to pitch around her, even intentionally walk 
her ... She’ll golf a low pitch, tomahawk a high pitch, step in 
toward the plate or away from it to make contact.”

BC3 pitcher Jessi Reed, a Knoch graduate who was 13-0 
with a 1.32 earned run average, marveled at Houk’s bat-han-
dling skills.

“How would I pitch her? Throw the ball behind her. That’s the 
only way she’s not going to hit it,” Reed said.

Houk played baseball in New Castle until she was 12. She 
only switched to softball after that “because my baseball coach 
said I could get a scholarship for college if I did.

“When I first switched to softball, I had a baseball swing and 
was popping everything up. It took me maybe half a season to 
adjust,” she added.

Houk had 52 hits in 83 at bats this season, including 14 
doubles, six triples, six home runs — and two grand slams in 
one inning.

“I just love to play,” she said. “We had a lot of strong players 
offensively and defensively. I played somewhere in the outfield 

all the time. They usually put me where they thought most of 
the balls would be hit.”

That’s because she tracked them down with her speed. 
Houk stole 26 bases this season without being caught.

“Nikki might be the fastest player I’ve ever seen ... We tried 
to give her one of the softballs after those two grand slams,” 
Mall said. “She is so humble. She said to just out the ball back 
in play.

“All she cares about is winning.”
The Pioneers did plenty of that.
BC3 won 20 of 25 games this past season, including the 

program’s first Region XX champion-ship.
“What kind of impact did she (Houk) have? We finished No. 

16 in the country. She had a huge impact,” Mall said
But she wasn’t alone in that regard.
Seven other BC3 players hit at least .400. Slippery Rock 

High graduate and catcher Alexis Vogan hit .541. Butler grad-
uate and shortstop Noel Pfabe hit .500, while Knoch graduate 
and outfielder Hayle Fox hit .475, Karns City grad and out-
fielder Saydie Moore .439, Reed .426, Freeport grad and first 
baseman Kristen Karcher .413, Knoch grad and third baseman 
Codi Reed .403.

“We mixed up our lineup all the time,” Mall said. “It didn’t 
matter who hit where. Everybody hit. Our team average was at 
.450 or so.

“Nikki always hit first and she always started the ball rolling.”
Mall also raved about the Pioneers’ defense, particularly 

Pfabe at shortstop.
“A true natural. Noel knows things about that position you 

can’t teach,” the coach said.
“I always felt relaxed on the mound with the group of fielders 

we had,” Reed said. “We have so many experienced softball 
players. Most of us have played travel ball for years.

“Everybody knows what she’s doing out there.”
They will next year as well. Only four players — Fox, Kalynn 

Callihan, Codi Reed and Moore — were sophomores on this 
year’s team.

“My first year here, we were a .500 team,” Mall said. “The 
second year, I said we’d win the WPCC and we did. This year, 
I said we’d win the region and we did that.

“Next year, I’m saying we’re going to the World Series.”


